GETTING THERE

You can reach the suggested starting point on public
transit by taking the BLOOR-DANFORTH subway
to Christie Station. 121 FRONT-ESPLANADE bus
and 511 BATHURST streetcar serve the vicinity of
the suggested tour end point near the Lake Ontario
shoreline.

Trinity Bellwoods Park

For More INFO

For more information on Discovery Walks, including
brochures, please call Parks and Recreation Information
at (416) 392-1111. For more information on area
history, inquire at the College/Shaw or Sanderson
Branches of the Toronto Public Library.

Discovery Walks is a program of self-guided walks that
links City ravines, parks, gardens, beaches and
neighbourhoods. Other Discovery Walks include:

Don Valley Hills and Dales; Eastern Ravine and Beaches;
Western Ravines and Beaches; Northern Ravines &
Gardens; and Central Ravines, Beltline and Gardens.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

The City of Toronto would like to thank the
Toronto Public Library, Toronto District School
Board, Toronto Field Naturalists, Toronto Transit
Commission, Heritage Toronto, Community
History Project, Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto
Public Health and the Garrison Creek Community
Group for their support.

Discovery Walks name and logo are official marks of the City of Toronto.

DISCOVERY WALKS

GARRISON

CREEK

One In A Series of Self-Guided Walks

Trinity Bellwoods Park

0 ToRONTO

Trace the Patb of the buried Garrison By 1880, development along the ravine had
Creel Ravine. Explore Park[andg, - polluted the creek. The City buried the creek

.. . . in an underground sewer where it flows today.
t”w.htwnal nelgbbourbooab and vibrant Later, the city gradually filled in sections of
mazmn streets.

the ravine and demolished or buried the
bridges. At least two of these original bridges
remain invisible but intact, buried under

T HE RO UTE % Harbord Street and under Crawford Street.

Although you can begin this Discovery Walk at any point Today, you can find evidence of
along the route, a good starting point is Christie Pits Park the creek’s former

[ ] (see top of map), across the street from the alignment by
Christie Subway Station. The route leads you

along the now-buried Garrison Creek valley

from the park down to Lake Ontario.
You'll visit other parks including
Trinity Bellwoods [ ] and one of
Toronto’s premier historical sites,
Fort York D .

Lieutenant Governor John Graves
Simcoe founded modern urban
Toronto (i.e. Town of York), when he
established Fort York in 1793. At that time,

Garrison Creek flowed in a large deep ravine 3

. . . . _.A_h—_— .
with several tributaries, from north of St. Clair T = following the
- Fort York

Avenue to Lake Ontario. The creck had sparkling o
clear water and was famous for its salmon fishing,
The British built Fort York at the mouth of the
creek to guard against possible American
attempts to invade Canada.

Garrison Creek
Discovery Walk as it meanders

along curving neighbourhood streets and through a

series of interconnected parks and open spaces.

Community groups and the City of Toronto are
attempting to raise awareness of the existence of the
buried creck and its tributaries and to honour it as an
important public amenity. Civic improvements to
parks, roads, sidewalks and boulevards found along the
creek’s original route are planned. As well, extensions of
this walking route are planned to the north and west.

As the new town of York grew, breweries

were built on the creek to take advantage

of the clean water. Soon, other 7§

entrepreneurs developed land beside w

the creek, as abattoirs, market

gardens, Trinity College and

residential country estates. o

Dozens of bridges were built i |:| Enjoy this Discovery Walk

over the ravine. at different times of the year.

You'll be surprised how it changes
from season to season. %
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